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Description:

This lecture explores educational futures that sit between the metaphorical “midnight sun”
of resilient, radiant possibility and the “polar nights” of collapse, using three thematic
frames - hopepunk, solarpunk and grimdark - to illuminate contrasting pedagogical
orientations. It argues that hopepunk’s insistence on solidarity, small-scale utopias and
radical hope can function as an active pedagogical future-oriented stance that cultivates
collective hope-full agency, while solarpunk offers more-than-human, ecological
imaginaries oriented toward regeneration. Conversely, grimdark pragmatism foregrounds
critique of utopian ‘unreasonablenes’ and advocates the ‘realism’ of probability and

survival.

Bringing theory into practice, the lecture draws on Rikke Toft Nergard’s programmatic work
on utopian imagination and hopepunk strategies. The session highlights differences and
affinities between utopian imagination, hope attitudes, and hopepunk/solarpunk
approaches to offer an analytical framework for working towards more ‘hopepunk
imagination’. The talk will combine and draw on Nergdrd’s work on hopepunk, solarpunk
and grimdark futures — in theory and in relation to education — including ‘(No) Hope for the
Future?’ (2024), ‘What Comes After the Ruin?’ (2022), ‘Cultures for Collective Visioning
and Future-Making’ (2022), ‘Futurescaping Alternative Universities‘ (2022), and ‘Utopia,
Hope and Desire in Education Futures’ (forthcoming). We end the session with writing a

collective poem to ‘the midnight sun’ and hopepunk/solarpunk education futures.
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